(Slightly) Annotated list of books, exhibitions, places, websites and stuff I’ve found interesting

Weaving:
1. Books
Fox A 2025 Wild Weave, Batsford: London
Beautiful pictures of, and ideas about, weaving with found objects including grasses, sticks and nettles.  I haven’t done much wild weaving, but this is definitely a book I would turn to.
Martin L and R Bryant 2025 Woven tapestry: art and practice, Crowood Press: Wiltshire
Mezoff R 2020 The art of tapestry weaving, Storey publications: New York
Soroka J 2022 Tapestry weaving design and technique, Crowood Press: Wiltshire
Three books all offering advice and instruction about tapestry weaving.  All include basics of setting up and warping different types of loom and basic weaving techniques.  The then move into more detailed and advanced instruction.  Soroka has the best pictures of the work of others, Martin and Bryant the most detailed instructions about different techniques.  They all have different ways of doing things such as starting and finishing.  I have tended to mix and match advice and ideas from the different books.
Wayland Barber E (1994; 2024) Women’s work: the first 20,000 years, WWNorton& co
Fascinating and ground-breaking book on the (pre) history of cloth making
2. Places
Helmshore Mill, Helmshore, Lancashire County Council
Primarily a cotton spinning mill – particularly preparing waste cotton to be spun and woven.  Also a wool processing mill, with mill wheel.  
Quarry Bank Mill, Styal, National Trust 
Very neat and nicely organised.  Old mill building with cotton preparation, spinning snd weaving.  Demonstrations of hand weaving, mule spinning and mechanised weaving on Lancashire looms.
Queen St Mill Briercliffe (Burnley) Lancashire County Council
Primarily a weaving mill – absolutely fascinating.  Last surviving 19thc steam powered weaving mill in the world.  Weaving shed has 308 Lancashire looms.
Any town in East Lancashire for old cotton mills, chimneys, water, cotton industry engineering.  Any town in (pre-1974) West Yorkshire for woollen preparation and weaving.
3. Exhibitions
4. Websites
Alice Fox textile artist: https://alicefox.co.uk/ 
Sally Pointer heritage textiles, forensic archaeologist: https://www.sallypointer.com/
Jane Walkley Lancashire based textile artist: https://janewalkley.com/author/janewalkley/

Landscape:
Jamie K 2020 Surfacing, Sort of Books: London
I loved this book – quietly disarming.  Her writing draws you in and along.  I suppose you could call it psychogeography (and some people do).
Neve C 2020 Unquiet landscapes: Places and ideas in twentieth century British 
painting, (first edition: 1990), Thames & Hudson: London
A really fun read – not just paintings, but the people behind them.  Neve has a singular, sometimes quite provocative, way of seeing.
Owens S 2020 Spirit of Place: artists, writers and the British landscape, Thames & 
Hudson: London
For some reason I thought that this book would be heavy-going and it absolutely wasn’t.  A whistle-stop tour of the ‘history’ of British landscape [can a place even be a landscape if no one is looking at it?  Does it require a particular type of ‘gaze’?]

Family history:
Bottero W 2012 ‘Who do you think they were? How family historians make sense of 
social position and inequality in the past’, The British Journal of Sociology, 63 (1): 
54-74
Kramer AM 2011 ‘Mediatizing memory: history, affect and identity in “who do you think 
you are?”’  European Journal of Cultural History 14 (4) 428- 445
Kramer AM 2011’Kinship, affinity and connectedness: exploring the role of genealogy in 
personal lives’, Sociology, 45 (3) 379-395 
Robinson R 2021 ‘Pilgrimage and purpose: ancestor research as sacred practice in a 
secular age’, Genealogy, (5):102
Shaw EL & DJ Donnelly 2021 ‘(Re)discovering the familial past and its impact on 
historical consciousness’, Genealogy (5): 102
Yakes E 2004 ‘Seeking information, seeking connections, seeking meaning: genealogists 
and family historians’, Information Research 10 (1)
A whole selection of papers I read when trying to get a sense of family history; why we do it and what it means.  Most of the ‘answers’ in these papers turn out to be common sense – a sense of connection, reducing isolation/ deracination, kinship practice, self-identity, story-telling, process (computers, archives etc)

Lancashire:
Harland J 1865 Ballards and songs of Lancashire
Incredibly moving –in what was written, the levels of literacy and power in the writing.
Hughes G (1975) 2005 Millstone Grit Little Toller Books: Bridport
I loved this book; an impossible to categorise ramble through the area west of Halifax and east of Todmorden.  A mixture of memoir, local history and a rambling walk through the area.
Hughes T 1979 Remains of Elmet, Faber&Faber: London
I’m not really a poetry person but I really enjoyed these poems about the land of the Lancashire mills – a reminder of the wildness that pre-dated and will outlast any human ‘civilisation’.  Favourites: Willow-herb, The Trance of Light, Mill Ruins and Hill-Stone was Content.
Moss C 2026 Lancashire: exploring the historic county that made the modern world, Old 
Street publishing: London
Well-written and interestingly organised.  Wrote thoughtfully about where ‘home’ is when you don’t come from anywhere.  Better about the places he knew than the places he didn’t and although scathing of psychogeography this book felt very psychogeographic.  Suggested that we shouldn’t dwell on the past… but it still feels very real.

Psychogeography:
Coverley M 2018 Psychogeography, Old Castle Books: Harpenden
The first book I read about psychogeography.  A useful survey ( discusses all the usual suspects like Blake, De Quincey, Debord, Self) – and notes sensibly how few women ‘do’ psychogeography.  I finished the book feeling as uncertain about what psychogeography was as when I started reading, but not the author’s fault – just the topic.
Farley P and M Symonds Roberts 2011 Edgelands, Vintage: London
I first read this book about ten years ago and it gripped me.  This time round I was disappointed.  The authors spend a lot of time making the case for the edgelands as a new idea when it clearly isn’t.  Pictures would really have helped.  But maybe I found it less gripping than first time because I had already absorbed its lessons and ways of seeing.
O’Rourke K 2013 Walking and mapping: artists as cartographers, MIT Press: Cambridge 
MA
I skimmed this one in a library.  Some of the projects were a bit too self-consciously arty for me, but the idea of map-making as a way of exploring ideas and identity really struck me.
Self W 2007 Psychogeography, Bloomsbury: London
A collection of short pieces which first appeared in the Independent newspaper.  Some of his writing is great and some of his ideas are interesting, but he’s such a smug middle-class bloke.
Shields R 1992 Places on the margin: alternative geographies of modernity, Routledge: 
London
Sociologist.  That about covers it.  His chapter on ‘the north’ was fairly interesting but mostly common sense.  His sociological theorising was quite exhausting.
Solnit R 2022 Wanderlust: a history of walking, (first edition: 2001) Granta: London
Some interesting bits, some tedious bits.  Powerful to have a woman’s perspective (particularly on the possibility of walking in a male dominated world).  Very American.


General: 
Goffman E 1974 Frame analysis: an essay on the organisation of experience Harvard 
University Press: Cambridge, MA
I read this because, although sociological, it felt useful for understanding some of the stereotypes we come up against when thinking about, in this case, the ‘North’ of England.  And frames are something used practically in weaving – I like a connection even if I have to spell it out.
Rusen J 2006 ‘Historical consciousness: narrative structure, moral function and 
ontogenetic development’ pp63-85 in Seixas P 2006 Theorizing historical 
consciousness, University of Toronto Press: Toronto
Really enjoyed this way of thinking about how we ‘see’ history and how we do (or don’t understand ourselves as historical beings and the impact this has on our work
Thompson EP 1980 The making of the English working class (first edition: 1963) Penguin: 
Harmondsworth
A stone-cold classic.
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